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Proposed law provides that the state health officer and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) via a 
memorandum of understanding institute a public safety campaign, inclusive of a warning label program,  to warn the public 
of risks associated with the consumption of Chinese seafood, deemed to be safe by the Seafood Inspection program. 
Proposed law requires the LDAF, the Louisiana Restaurant Association (LRA), the Louisiana Crawfish Promotion and Research
Board, and other respective agencies to develop a voluntary assessment for the implementation of the public safety 
marketing campaign. Proposed law further requires the state health officer and the LRA to employ a marketing campaign to
highlight the benefits of eating domestic seafood. Proposed law creates the Seafood Safety Task Force within the Department
of Health and Hospitals, provides for the membership and responsibilities of the task force, and allows task force members to
seek reimbursement for travel expenses from their respective agencies pursuant to agency guidelines but disallows 
compensation for their services on the task force.

The requireements of this legislation is estimated to result in total additional State General Fund expenditure of $200,000 for
FY 2009-10 and is subject to legislative appropriation.

The Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) is required to institute a public safety campaign with the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) and to employ a marketing campaign with the Louisiana Retailers Association.
Based on similar public safety campaigns previously implemented by the Office of Public Health, the estimated cost for DHH 
to implement this campaign is $200,000. The campaign will consist of billboards, handouts, public broadcasting 
announcements, and the development of an additional web-based component to respond to consumer questions. The LDAF 
does not anticipate incurring any costs to assist DHH with the public safety campaign or any other requirements of this 
legislation.

The bill disallows Seafood Safety Task Force members to be compensated for their services on the task force but allows them
to be reimbursed for travel expenses pursuant to their respective agency guidelines. These costs are anticipated to be 
negligible to the various state agencies.

This bill authorizes the Louisiana Retailers Association to work with the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, the
Louisiana Crawfish Promotion and Research Board, and other respective agencies to develop a voluntary fee assessment for 
the implementation of the public safety marketing campaign. The bill is unclear on who will pay the voluntary fee 
assessment; however, the Legislative Fiscal Office anticipates that it will be the retail and restaurant seafood industry. The 
amount of revenues that could be generated cannot be determined until the assessment is developed. In addition, the bill 
does not designate which entity will collect any revenues generated from this voluntary fee assessment.
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Creates a public safety campaign and labeling program for Chinese seafood
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